
 
Last  Friday some students and I decided to visit Abeno Harukas 
Museum where they were hosting an exhibit on Winnie the Pooh.  
Our adventure began in the English café where we shared 
experiences and ideas about Winnie the Pooh. How old is Winnie?  
Who is your favorite Pooh character?  Do other countries have 
Winnie the Pooh? 
 
 

With so many questions in our minds, we bade goodbye to the 
staff and began our voyage of discovery. 
 
 
 

We caught the train at half past 1 and 
started talking about what kinds of things we would see.  We had a 
lot of fun chit-chatting about our interests in art and museums and 
also talked a little about university life.  The sun was out and it was a 
beautiful warm day.  It was a fine day for an outing. 
 
 
 

 
When we arrived at our final destination, we were surprised to 
see a beautiful train “docked” in the adjacent track.  We 
watched as pursers busied themselves cleaning the gorgeous 
wood and brass panels in the passenger cards and work their 
way toward an elegant dining car complete with a bar!  We 
paused to take some photos and went on our way. 
 
 

 
Finding the museum was an adventure in 
itself as the station was crowded and it 
can be a little tricky to find.  Walking 
through the labyrinth of people we made 
finally made our way up to the 16th floor 
and bought our tickets. 
Everyone was really excited and looking 
forward to what we would see inside.   
 
 
 

 
The main entrance is amazing with umbrellas and other decorations suspended from the 
roof.  All throughout the exhibition area were beautiful sketches of Winnie and his friends.  
It was fascinating to see how the characters changed over the years.  There were so many 



amazing exhibits that we could touch and play with.  Some were 
amazing, some were scary and some seemed like they were pulled from 
the pages of the books! 
 
In addition to sketches, there were photos of the 
real Christopher Robin Milne and his collection of 
plush toys on whom the Pooh stories were based 
on.  There were also excerpts of books and letters 
between A.A. Milne and E. H. Shepard, the author 
and illustrator of the Pooh books.  It was a 
challenge to understand some of their handwriting 
but it was a lot of fun! 

 
We followed the history of Winnie and his friends 
for over an hour!  At the end, we were delighted to 
find the different versions of Winnie from all over 
the world.  We were surprised that each country 
had their own interpretation of what Winnie the Pooh looked like.  For 
example, did you know the original Japanese version of Winnie was a 
black bear with muscles?  Or that Russia’s Vinni Pukh looks like a …. well, 
you’ll just have to go see for yourself! 
 
All in all it was a delightful, entertaining and educational experience.  
Afterward, we had some time and visited the 
Osaka Ohtani satellite campus on the 23rd floor.  If 
you haven’t been, we definitely recommend a visit 
as the staff are wonderful and the view is 
breathtaking!  We chatted some more about some 
of the favourite things we saw and promised that 
we will have to do an outing like this again soon! 
Next, won’t you join us? 


